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in any foreign land whatsoever. It is our duty to 
examine into the whole question of concessions in Mex- 
ico, involving as they do the problem of the Monroe 
Doctrine. After the European war is over Europe will 
turn to Mexico and to the TJnited States for some inter- 
pretation of this problem, and we must have an answer 
in that day. The old system cannot go on. The eco- 
nomic life of that nation must be controlled by that 
nation, and not by foreigners interested in nothing 
beyond their own pockets. In the solution of this prob- 
lem of concessions, we are inclined to favor the sug- 
gestion of Mr. Lincoln Steffens and others that there 
should be a Joint High Commission, the duty of which 
shall be to aid the Carranza government in a most care- 
ful examination of this most vital matter. 

We should look to our motives with which we are 
going about this whole Mexican business. If we aim 
to aid Mexico — not as almoners, but as brothers — to 
rise out of her ignorance and to mount upon the wings 
of liberty to a condition of national peace and order, 
we shall be playing our part with the wisdom and the 
heroism of a truly great State. 



WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN— GUILTY 

Mr. William Jennings Beyan is up before the 
court again. The old charges are repeated ; some 
new ones appear. He is an old offender. This court 
is disturbed, and wonders how it shall dispose of such 
an incorrigible. 

The case against Mr. Bryan has never been fully set 
forth. Let us do that now. Reticence ceases to be a 
virtue at the last. 

Mr. S. Stanwood Menkin, vice-president of the Na- 
tional Security League, does not like Mr. William Jen- 
nings Bryan; he does not seem to like him even a little. 
Only recently he was cut to the quick because the 
National Education Association asked Mr. Bryan to 
speak at its annual meeting in New York, July 4. He 
wrote : "I feel that no more unfortunate selection could 
have been made to address a body of educators." 

If this were the opinion of one man, the court 
would hold that it is incompetent, irrelevant, and im- 
material. But there are many other things with which 
the said person is charged, and many other chargers. 
We have therefore probed critically and judicially into 
the very depths of the evidence against the activities of 
William Jennings Bryan. We have thought his activi- 
ties over. We have been especially impressed by the 
"metropolitan newspapers" and blushed for shame. We 
have meditated upon the darkness of Mr. Bryan's deeds 
with solemnity. We do not hesitate to give our opinion. 
Mr. Bryan is guilty, very guilty. 

The counts in the indictment are formidable. In the 



first place, Mr. Bryan has not properly understood our 
beautiful junker doctrine, namely, that "to safeguard 
peace we must prepare for war." Mr. Bryan has ex- 
amined that maxim, and has concluded, with Mr. Israel 
Zangwill, that "it was forged in hell." This is a sad 
reflection upon hell ; but Mr. Bryan has gone further. 
He has preached the doctrine that junkerism bewilders 
and inflames the innocent and produces what it is sup- 
posed to overcome. He has preached these doctrines- 
with careless abandon. Upon -this count Mr. Bryan is 
guilty. 

It is true that Mr. Bryan has run three times for the 
office of President of the United States — once in 1896. 
when he received 176 electoral votes; once in 1900, when 
he received 155 electoral votes, and once in 1908, when 
he received 162 electoral votes. We find him guilty in 
all three instances. There is no parallel for such guilt. 

With no permission from the jingo press, Mr. Bryan 
did, as a matter of fact, become Secretary of State 
March 4, 1913, and resigned June 9, 1915. Single- 
handed, he negotiated during his stay in that office 
thirty treaties designed to make war between the United 
States and thirty of the other great powers of the world 
less possible. We have looked into the records, and 
find that of this unprecedented business Mr. Bryan is 
also guilty. 

Far be it from us to resurrect in any carping spirit all 
of the evil deeds in this gentleman's past. We would not 
be so mean as to drag forth the fact that he graduated 
from college the valedictorian of his class; that for years 
he practiced law before the Illinois bar, and then before 
the bar of Nebraska; that he was a member of the 
52d and 53d Congresses; that he organized a regiment 
of Nebraska volunteer infantry in 1898, and that he 
was made the colonel of said regiment; that in 1906 he 
even circumnavigated the globe. But we cannot over- 
look the fact that he is not only an author and a speaker 
upon platforms, but that he has received pay for his 
writings and for his speeches. The money has been 
handed over to him ; he has appropriated the coin unto 
his own uses. But more nefarious, perhaps, than any 
of these high crimes and misdemeanors to which we 
reluctantly refer, there stands out a still more heinous 
charge. We seriously doubt the wisdom of putting this 
fact in type, but we must pay our debt to the iEscu- 
lapius of truth. Now that we have begun, we must tell 
all. The gentleman whose name appears in the title of 
this editorial is an editor ! 

There is war in the world. This is no time for 
Christianity. Mr. Bryan has quite forgotten this, or 
ignored it. The proud, mighty hungerers for guns and 
warships are the sure-in-heart patriots and profits of 
our national life. Mr. Bryan should have realized this 
long ago, and ceased his attacks upon the bullworks of 
our Bepublic. 



1916 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



225 



But among the other charges against this gentleman 
is that of uttering seditious doctrine. We have exam- 
ined the doctrine, and it is seditious. Upon a charge 
of this gravity it is necessary to spread before this court 
the evidence. In his address, for example, delivered 
before the Democratic Convention at St. Louis, June 
15 last, among other things he had the temerity, the 
effrontery, there to say, and in tones that could be heard 
all over the place, these words. We print them just as 
they were uttered. Timid souls may skip them if they 
choose : 

"I believe that there is now before this country an 
opportunity such as no other country has ever had since 
the beginning of time. I believe that God, in His 
providence, has reserved for the United States the honor 
and the task of lifting the moral code that governs in- 
dividuals up to the level of nations and making it a part 
of the code of all governments. 

"There is a picture that has attracted comment wher- 
ever it has been exhibited — the picture of Christ before 
Pilate. Pilate represented the power of the Roman gov- 
ernment, and back of him were the legions of Rome. 
Before Pilate, helpless, unarmed, stood the Apostle of 
Love. Force triumphed; they nailed him to the tree, 
and those who stood around mocked and jeered and 
said, 'He is dead !' But that, instead of being the end, 
was only the beginning. In a few centuries the power 
of Cassar was gone and his legions forgotten. The 
power of Christ, however, increased until hundreds, yes, 
thousands of millions have taken His name with rever- 
ence upon their lips; millions have been ready to die 
rather than surrender the faith He put into their hearts. 
He has become the great fact of history, the glowing 
figure of all time. Today Christ and Pilate again stand 
face to face — Force and Love are again striving for 
mastery and dominion. The old world represents force. 
It built its hope of peace on fear and threats of vio- 
lence. Each nation attempted to terrorize other na- 
tions into peace, and in their efforts they engendered 
hatreds that ended in war. 

"If the nations now at war had spent one-tenth as 
much trying to cultivate friendship as they have spent 
in cultivating hatred, there would be no war in Europe 
today. 

"If I understand this nation's opportunity and this 
nation's task, it is to lead the world away from its false 
philosophy and help it to build its hope of permanent 
peace on the foundation of love and brotherhood and 
cooperation." 

A careful reading of such sentences can leave no 
doubt in the mind of a disinterested reader that Mr. 
Bryan is showing a conspicuous disrespect for the cur- 
rent doctrines of our day. Like Socrates, he is cor- 
rupting the minds of our youth. He is stubborn. He 
will talk. He will run counter to the canons of the 
press, of the pulpit, and the statesman. Upon the 
charge of sedition, sedition of a most pronounced and 
unusual type, Mr. Bryan is guilty. 

Thus with the dignity befitting this court, we rise. 



The evidence against the prisoner is complete. Our 
gavel descends. Upon every charge of the indictment 
we pronounce Mr. Bryan guilty. May the Lord ha-»e 
mercy on his soul ! 



ONE CAUSE OF WORLD FRICTION 
REMOVED 

Now and then a ray of encouragement pierces through 
the war clouds of Europe. The abolition of vodka by 
Russian royal edict, now that the mental and the physi- 
cal strength of the Russian is more needed than his 
money, was undoubtedly a lift to the cause of temper- 
ance. We can feel gratified at this the more if we are 
not over-nice in our criticisms of the war which made 
this step advisable or of the powers of autocracy which 
made it possible. Russia has promised autonomy for 
Poland at the close of the war. We have not heard 
much about that promise of late, but the promise has 
been made. Again, the chancelleries of both sides to 
the combat have been reaffirming recently their conten- 
tion that they are at war in the interest of a permanent 
peace. All of these may be said to be encouraging. 

But a matter to which we would especially call atten- 
tion as particularly hopeful is the proposal to abolish 
Indian indentured labor in the British colonial posses- 
sions by the Imperial Legislative Assembly, and with 
the approval of His Excellency the Viceroy, Lord 
Hardinge. This system has meant the recruiting into 
practical slavery of 40 Indian women for every 100 
men, and a term of compulsory state-regulated labor 
covering a period of five years. Under this system the 
laborers were not free to choose or to change their em- 
ployment or their employer. They worked for a wage 
which was practically stationary. In the words of the 
Viceroy, it was "a system which educated opinion in 
India has for long regarded as intolerable and a stigma 
upon their race." 

The decree abolishing this system is not to be imme- 
diately executed, on the ground that the change should 
be effected without injuring the existing interests, espe- 
cially the industries which have been built up on Indian 
labor. But that the decree has been made, and that 
it is going to be put into execution, are facts we may 
contemplate with a no small degree of complacency. 

The system of indentured coolie labor has been a 
loathsome evidence of misrule in Trinidad, Fiji, Ja- 
maica, and other distant colonies of Great Britain for 
many years. It used to be employed in Mauritius, 
the Straits Settlements, the Federated Malay Straits, 
Natal, Assam, and elsewhere. In these sections just 
named it has been abolished, and in a few years, so we 
are told, "no indentured coolie will be allowed to leave 
the Indian ports." 



